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(54) MOTOR DRIVE CONTROL APPARATUS 



5 



(57) On end of a reactor (L1 ) is connected to a pos- 
itive electrode of a battery (B1 ) and the other end is con- 
nected to a power line via a transistor (Q1) and to the 
ground via a transistor (Q2). By PWM control of the tran- 
sistors (Q1, Q2), an arbitrary increased voltage is ob- 
tained in the power line. It is possible to obtain an optimal 
inverter input voltage (power line voltage) according to 
the motor drive state, thereby increasing efficiency. 
Thus, it is possible to optimize the inverter input voltage 
according to the motor drive condition. 



Fig. 1 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] The present invention relates to a motor drive 5 
controller for supplying output from a dc power source 
to a motor through an inverter, and controlling drive of 
the motor. 

BACKGROUND ART 10 

[0002] Conventionally, a hybrid vehicle or an electric 
vehicle has a motor for traveling, and traveling is accom- 
plished by driving this motor. A battery is therefore re- 
quired to supply electrical power to the motor, and a high *s 
voltage battery of a few hundred volts is normally used 
in order to efficiently supply electrical power to a high 
output motor. On the other hand, various components 
(accessories) operated by electrical power are mounted 
in the vehicle, and a 1 2V battery (low voltage battery) is 20 
used as a battery for these accessories. High voltage 
output of the high voltage battery is then stepped down 
to 12V using a converter to charge the low voltage bat- 
tery. 

[0003] Also, in a high rotational speed region of the 2s 
motor, a counter electromotive force is large, which 
means that if the voltage applied to the motor is low, 
maximum torque for the high rotational speed range will 
become small. 

[0004] In Japanese Patent Laid-open No. Hei 30 
10-136570, a converter is arranged between a battery 
and an inverter and a boosted voltage is supplied to the 
inverter using the converter. It is therefore possible to 
apply a high voltage from the inverter to the motor, and 
it is possible to increase maximum torque in a high ro- 35 
tational speed range of the motor. This publication also 
proposes using a converter as a rectifierfor when charg- 
ing from the outside. 

[0005] The above publication therefore shows boost- 
ing of a battery voltage using a converter and supply of 40 
that boosted voltage to a motor. However, this publica- 
tion simply discloses boosting a supply to a motor and 
does not consider control of the operation in boosting 
by the controller. 

45 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The object of the present invention is to provide 
a motor drive controller that can optimize inverter input 
voltage in response to motor drive conditions. so 
[0007] The present invention is a motor drive control- 
ler for supplying output of a dc power source to a motor 
through an inverter and controlling drive of a motor, com- 
prising a converter for voltage converting output voltage 
from the dc power source for supply to the inverter, and 55 
a control section for controlling supply current to the mo- 
tor through PWM control of the inverter, the converter 
comprising a reactor connected at one end to the dc 



power source and at least two switching elements, being 
an upper switching element connecting the other end of 
the reactor to a power source side of the inverter and a 
lower switching element connecting to an earth side of 
the inverter, wherein the control section calculates an 
inverter input voltage target value appropriate to effi- 
ciently drive a motor in response to rotational speed of 
the motor and a target output torque, and performs 
PWM control of the converter switching elements in or- 
der to achieve this input voltage target value. 
[0008] With the present invention, it is therefore pos- 
sible to increase inverter input voltage above the battery 
voltage because of the inverter. Since motor output is a 
product of voltage applied to the motor and motor cur- 
rent, it is possible to reduce motor current for the same 
motor output by increasing the voltage applied to the 
motor. It is possible to reduce inverter current capacity 
by increasing the inverter input voltage, to therefore en- 
able miniaturization and cost reduction of the inverter. 
Also, since output in a high rotational speed range of the 
motor is increased by increasing the voltage applied to 
the motor, this resultantly enables miniaturization and 
cost reduction of the motor. 

[0009] In particular, with the present invention an op- 
timum voltage to be applied to the motor at any given 
time is calculated based on the rotational speed of the 
motor and a target output torque (output torque com- 
mand), and an inverter input voltage target value is de- 
termined based on this calculated optimum voltage. As 
a result, efficient drive of the motor is carried out by ap- 
plying the optimum voltage based on running conditions 
of the motor at that time. In particular, since the optimum 
voltage is calculated and this voltage controlled, it is 
possible to prevent deterioration in efficiency due to the 
voltage rising beyond what is necessary. 
[0010] Also, the converter preferably has a three 
phase structure provided with three sets of the reactor 
and the two switching elements. With this structure, it is 
possible to smooth the output voltage to suppress the 
occurrence of ripple. 

[001 1] It is also preferable, in the case where the in- 
verter input voltage target value is lower than the dc 
source voltage, to turn the upper switching element of 
the inverter on and turn the lower switching element off. 
When the motor is rotating at low speed, an input target 
voltage of the inverter to drive efficiently becomes small- 
er than the voltage of the dc power source. At this time, 
turning the upper switching element of the inverter on 
and turning the lower switching element off does not pro- 
duce any switching loss at the same time as setting to 
the converter minimum drive voltage, which enables ef- 
ficient drive. 

[0012] It is also preferable for the converter to have a 
full bridge configuration with both ends of a battery and 
one end of a reactor being connected through two 
switching elements. With this structure, it also becomes 
possible to step-down the dc power source output, and 
to always have the optimum inverter applied voltage. 



15 



20 



25 



2 



3 

[0013] It is also preferable to connect a separate in- 
verter for supplying current to a separate motor to the 
output of the converter, and for the control section to 
output a higher voltage of two inverter input target volt- 
ages calculated from the rotational speeds and target 5 
outputs of the two motors. With a two motor system, in- 
verter input voltage to obtain the most efficient drive for 
respective motors will often differ. When the inverter in- 
put voltage is high, only switching loss is increased, but 
when the input voltage is low, motor current also in- 10 
creases and loss of both the motor and inverter increas- 
es. This means that efficiency is better with a high volt- 
age. It is thus possible to raise overall efficiency by se- 
lecting the higher of the respective inverter input target 
voltages. 15 
[0014] When the calculated inverter input target volt- 
age exceeds a specified upper limit value, the control 
section preferably sets the input target voltage to the 
upper limit value. 

[0015] The present invention also provides a motor 20 
drive control method for a two motor system, comprising 
a converter, including a reactor, having one end con- 
nected to a dc power source, and at least two switching 
elements, being an upper switching element connecting 
the other end of the reactor to a power source side of 2s 
an inverter, and a lower switching element connecting 
to an earth side of the inverter, two inverters for receiving 
output from the converter and converting to a specified 
alternating current, and two motors respectively driven 
by alternating current from the two inverters, wherein in- 30 
verter input vottage target values suitable for efficient 
drive of the two motors are calculated in response to 
rotation speed and target output torque of the two mo- 
tors, and a higher voltage of the two calculated inverter 
input voltage target values is selected as a target value 35 
and the switching elements of the inverter are subjected 
to PWM control. 

[0016] The present invention also provides a motor 
drive control program for a two motor system, compris- 
ing a converter, including a reactor, having one end con- *o 
nected to a dc power source, and at least two switching 
elements, being an upper switching element connecting 
the other end of the reactor to a power source side of 
an inverter, and a lower switching element connecting 
to an earth side of the inverter, two inverters for receiving. *s 
output from the converter and converting to a specified 
alternating current, two motors respectively driven by al- 
ternating current from the two inverters, and a control 
section for controlling switching of the switching ele- 
ments of the converter, or a medium storing such a pro- so 
gram, wherein, in the control section, inverter input volt- 
age target values suitable for efficient drive of the two 
motors are calculated in response to rotation speed and 
target output torque of the two motors, a higher voltage 
of the two calculated inverter input voltage target values 55 
is adopted as a target value, and the switching elements 
of the inverter are subjected to PWM control so that con- 
verter output becomes the adopted target value. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0017] 

Fig. 1 is a drawing showing the structure of an em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a control block diagram for a control device. 
Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing operation of an inverter 
input voltage command operation section. 
Fig. 4 is a drawing showing a relationship between 
torque command T and induced voltage constant K 

(Ti- 
ng. 5 is a drawing showing the relationship be- 
tween rotational speed N and inverter input voltage 
target value Vdc. 

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing a processing operation 
of the control section. 

Fig. 7 is a drawing showing the structure of another 
embodiment (three phase structure). 
Fig. 8 is a drawing the structure of yet another em- 
bodiment (full bridge structure). 
Fig. 9 is a drawing the structure of a still further em- 
bodiment (two motor system). 
Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing a processing opera- 
tion in the case of a 2-motor system. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[001 8] Embodiments of the present invention will now 
be described below based on the drawings. 
[001 9] Fig. 1 is a drawing showing the structure of one 
embodiment, where a battery B1, being a dc power 
source, is a secondary battery such as a nickel metal 
hydride (NiMH) or lithium ion battery. One end of a re- 
actor L1 is connected to the positive electrode of the 
battery B1 . The other end of the reactor L1 is connected 
to an intermediate point of NPN transistors Q1 and Q1 
that are connected in series (connection point of the 
emitter of transistor Q1 and the collector of transistor 
Q2). The collector of trans istorAI is connected to a pow- 
er source line while the emitter of transistor Q2 is con- 
nected to earth. Diodes D1 and D2 are respectively ar- 
ranged across the emitter and collector of each of the 
transistors Q1 and Q2 to allow current to flow from an 
emitter side to a collector side. A converter 12 is thus 
constituted by the reactor L1, transistors Q1 and Q1, 
and the diodes, D1 and D2. 

[0020] A capacitor C1 is arranged between the power 
source line and earth, being the output of the converter 
12, to stabilize the power source line voltage (inverter 
input voltage). 

[0021] A U phase arm made up of NPN transistors Q3 
and Q4 connected in series, a V phase arm made up of 
NPN transistors Q5 and Q6 connected in series, and a 
W phase arm made up of NPN transistors Q7 and Q8 
connected in series are arranged between the power 
source line and earth. Diodes D3 - D8 are also arranged 
across the emitters and collectors of each of transistors 
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Q3 - Q8 r allowing current to flow from an emitter side to 
a collector side. An inverter 14 is constituted by these 
transistors Q3 - Q8 and diodes D3 - D8. 
[0022] Intermediate points of each or the phase arms 
are connected to respective phase ends of respective 
phase coils of a motor M1 . Specifically, the motor M1 is 
a three-phase permanent magnet motor, constructed by 
connecting one end of U, V and W phase coils in com- 
mon to a middle point, with the other end of the U phase 
coil being connected to a mid-point of the transistors Q3 
and Q4, the other end of the V phase coil being connect- 
ed to a mid point of the transistors Q5 and Q6, and the 
other end of the W phase coil being connected to a mid 
point of the transistors Q7 and Q8. 
[0023] The output voltage of the battery B1 is detected 
by a transistor 20, a voltage across the two ends of the 
capacitor C1, namely the inverter input voltage, is de- 
tected by a voltage sensor 22, a current value for each 
phase of the motor M1 is detected by current sensors 
24, and these detection values are supplied to a con- 
troller 30. The controller 30 controls switching of the 
transistors Q3 - Q8 of the inverter 14 based on these 
sensor, detection values and a motor output command 
etc. to control drive of the motor M1, and also controls 
switching of the transistors Q1 and Q2 of the converter 
12. The controller 30 is constituted by a microcomputer 
or the like, and controls operation of the inverter 14 and 
converter 12 by executing a specified program stored in 
a storage section (constituted by a flash ROM etc.). 
[0024] A structural block diagram of the controller 30 
is shown in Fig. 2. A motor torque command value, mo- 
tor current values for each phase detected by the current 
sensors 22 and an inverter input voltage detected by the 
voltage sensor 22 are provided to a motor control phase 
voltage operation unit 40. The motor control phase volt- 
age operation unit 40 calculates voltages for each phase 
coil of the motor from these input signals and supplies 
these to an inverter PWM signal converter 42. The in- 
verter PWM signal converter 42 practically generates 
PWM signals for turning each of the transistors Q3 - Q8 
of the inverter 1 4 on or off and supplies the PWM signals 
to the bases of the transistors Q3 to Q8 to control switch- 
ing of the transistors Q3 - Q8 and thereby control current 
in each phase of the motor M1. 

[0025] In this manner, motor drive current is controlled 
and it is possible to control motor output torque in re- 
sponse to a motor torque command value. 
[0026] On the other hand, the motor torque value is 
also supplied to an inverter input voltage command op- 
eration unit 50. The rotational speed of the motor is also 
supplied to the inverter input voltage command opera- 
tion unit 50, and the inverter input voltage command op- 
eration unit 50 calculates an optimum inverter input volt- 
age value (target value) from motor rotation speed and 
a motor torque command value. 

[0027] This target value is supplied to a converter duty 
ratio operation unit 52. Inverter input voltage and battery 
voltage are also supplied to the converter duty ratio op- 



eration unit 52, and a duty ratio for setting the inverter 
input voltage to the target value is calculated from the 
input voltages. Specifically, the output voltage of the 
converter 12 is controlled by controlling the on/off duty 

5 ratio of the switching elements transistor Q1 and Q2, 
and duty cycle is calculated so that the inverter input 
voltage becomes the target value. The calculation re- 
sults are then supplied to a converter PWM signal con- 
verter 54, and this converter PWM signal converter 54 

10 PWM controls the transistors Q1 and Q2 of the convert- 
er 12. 

[0028] Since electrical power storage for the reactor 
L1 is made large by making the on duty of the lower tran- 
sistor Q2 targe, it is possible to obtain a higher voltage 

is output. On the other hand, the power source line voltage 
is lowered by increasing the on duty of the upper tran- 
sistor Q1 . By controlling the duty ratio of the transistors 
Q1 and Q2, therefore, it is possible to control the power 
source line voltage at an arbitrary voltage greater than 

20 the voltage of the battery B1. In particular, the motor M1 
can generate using regeneration, but when the motor 
M1 is in regeneration the power source line voltage in- 
creases which means that the upper transistor Q1 will 
be turned on and the power source line voltage is main- 

25 tained as a specified value. 

[0029] Here, calculation of the target value in the in- 
verter input voltage command operation unit 50 will be 
described based on Fig. 3. First of all, an induced volt- 
age constant K(T) is calculated (S11). The relationship 

30 of an induced voltage constant K(T) (line voltage per 
revolution) to torque of a permanent magnet motor is as 
shown in Fig. 4. When torque is zero, the induced volt- 
age constant K(T) is equivalent to a reverse voltage, and 
as torque increases the induced voltage constant K also 

35 increases. This characteristic is stored internally as a 
map, and an induced voltage constant K(T) is output ac- 
cording to a motor torque command value (T). This char- 
acteristic differs depending on individual motor charac- 
teristics, and is obtained in advance for each motor. 

40 [0030] Next, a motor optimum drive voltage Vmot is 
calculated (S12). This motor optimum drive voltage is 
calculated from the product of the induced voltage con- 
stant K(T) and the motor rotational speed N, and a con- 
version factor a for dc voltage and ac voltage, using the 

45 following equation: 

Vmot = K (T) X N/ct 

50 The conversion factor is about 0.61 - 0.78. 

[0031] That is, a corresponding induced voltage con- 
stant K(T) is determined from motor torque, voltage ap- 
plied to the motor is determined from rotational speed 
at that time, and inverter input voltage (dc voltage) is 

55 obtained by dividing the applied voltage by the conver- 
sion factor a. 

[0032] Next, it is determined whether the obtained 
motor optimum drive voltage Vmot is larger than the sys- 
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tern upper limit voltage Vmax (S1 3). The upper limit volt- 
age the system is capable of boosting to is limited by 
the withstand voltage of the switching elements of the 
converter 12 and inverter 14 and the capacitor C1. 
[0033] If the decision in S13 is YES, it is not possible 5 
to set the inverter input voltage Vdc as it is, and instead 
inverter input voltage Vdc is made Vmax (S14). On the 
other hand, if the decision in S 1 3 is NO, there is no prob- 
lem and so inverter input voltage Vdc is made Vmot 
(S1 5). That is, as shown in Fig. 5, an inverter input volt- 1 o 
age target value Vdc is raised to the system upper limit 
voltage Vmax in response to motor optimum drive volt- 
age Vmot which increases with rotational speed, and af- 
ter reaching the system upper limit voltage Vmax that 
target value Vdc is maintained at Vmax. 15 
[0034] In this manner, inverter input voltage target val- 
ue Vdc is calculated in the inverter input voltage com- 
mand operation unit 50. 

[0035] According to this embodiment, optimum ap- 
plied voltage for the motor at that time is calculated 20. 
based on motor rotational speed and an output torque 
command, and an inverter input voltage command value 
is determined based on this applied voltage. According- 
ly, efficient drive of the motor can be achieved through 
application of an optimum voltage based on drive con- 25 
ditions of the motor at that time. That is, if the inverter 
input voltage and motor applied voltage at the time of 
high motor output torque correspond, a correspondingly 
large current must flow. Energy loss in the inverter and 
the motor therefore becomes large. Loss due to a resis- 30 
tive component of a line etc. is also large. With this em- 
bodiment it is possible to prevent this type of deteriora- 
tion in efficiency by raising the inverter input voltage. Al- 
so, since it is possible to reduce the maximum current 
amount, it is also possible to miniaturize and reduce the 35 
cost of the inverter and motor. 

[0036] Also, since optimum voltage is calculated and 
the inverter input voltage is controlled to the optimum 
voltage, it is possible to prevent deterioration in efficien- 
cy due to rise of the inverter input voltage beyond what *o 
is necessary. Specifically, if inverter input voltage is 
high, the product of current and voltage at that time is 
increased and switching loss becomes large. Also, 
since it is possible to maintain output torque in a high 
rotational speed region of the motor, it is possible as a 45 
result to miniaturize and reduce the cost of the motor. 
[0037] Next, a flowchart of another embodiment is 
shown in Fig. 6. With this example, it is assumed that a 
calculated inverter input voltage Vd is lower than battery 
voltage. so 
[0038] First of all battery voltage VB is taken in from 
a voltage sensor 20 (S21). Next, the motor torque com- 
mand and motor rotational speed N are taken in (S22, 
S23). The inverter input voltage command operation 
unit 50 then calculates the inverter input voltage target 55 
value Vdc as described above (S24), and it is deter- 
mined whether the obtained target value Vdc is larger 
than the battery voltage VB. If the decision is YES, 



boosting should be carried out and so the inverter input 
voltage target value is made Vdc as it is (S26), and the 
converter duty ratio operation unit 52 calculates duty ra- 
tio for the converter 12 (S27). On the other hand, rf the 
decision in S25 is NO, boost by the converter 12 is not 
necessary. Inverter input voltage target value is then set 
to VB (S28) and the upper transistor Q1 of the converter 
is turned on (S29). In this way, the power source line of 
the inverter is connected as it is to the battery B1 through 
the reactor L1 . 

[0039] Therefore, in this embodiment it is possible to 
drive the motor using the battery voltage VB, and also 
to supply generated power directly to the battery B1 
when the motor M1 is in regeneration. This means that 
it is not necessary to perform switching in the converter 
12 and it is possible to reduce switching loss. 
[0040] The structure of another embodiment is shown 
in Fig. 7. With this example, the converter 12 has a 
three-phase structure. Reactors L1 , L2 and L3 and tran- 
sistors Q1, Q2, Q9, Q10, Q11 and Q12 are provided. 
That is, the reactors L2 and L3 have one end connected 
together with the reactor L1 to the positive terminal of 
the battery B1. Also, the other end of the reactor L2 is 
connected to a power source line through transistor Q9, 
and to earth through transistor Q10. Similarly, the other 
end of the reactor L3 is connected to the power source 
line through transistor Q11 and connected to earth 
through transistor Q12. Diodes allowing current to flow 
in the direction of emitter to collector are also connected 
to each of the transistors Q9 - Q12. 
[0041] In this type of converter 12 also, a high voltage 
is generated at the other end (inverter side) of the reac- 
tors L1 , L2 and L3 by switching respective transistors 
Q1, Q2, Q9, Q10, Q11 and Q12, and it is possible to 
perform boosting. In particular, by having three phases 
in this way it is possible to carry out boosting with sup- 
pressed ripple by sequentially, switching the transistor 
on and off. 

[0042] The structure of yet another embodiment is 
shown in Fig. 8. With this example, the converter 12 is 
formed as a full bridge. Specifically, one end of the re- 
actor L1 is not connected directly to the positive elec- 
trode of the battery B1 , but is connected to the positive 
electrode through an NPN transistor Q13, and is con- 
nected to earth through an NPN transistor Q14. That is, 
one end of the reactor L1 is connected to the emitter of 
transistor Q1 3 and also to the collector of transistor Q1 4. 
The collector of transistor Q13 is then connected to the 
positive electrode of the battery B1, and the emitter of 
transistor Q14 is connected to earth. Diodes allowing 
current to flow in a direction from emitter to collector are 
also connected to these transistors Q13 and Q14. 
[0043] With this structure, it is possible to obtain a 
voltage lower than the battery voltage at the other end 
of the reactor L1 by switching the transistors Q13 and 
Q14. In particular, it is possible to obtain an arbitrary out- 
put voltage by performing PWM control of the transistors 
Q13andQ14. 
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[0044] In the event that an inverter input voltage target 
value Vdc is lower that battery voltage VB, it is possible 
to obtain that target output voltage in the converter 12. 
In this case also, it is possible to always drive the motor 
with optimum efficiency. For example, by making the in- 
verter input voltage low, it is possible to increase the pe- 
riod that switching elements of the inverter are full on, 
and it is possible to reduce switching loss. 
[0045] Fig. 9 shows still another embodiment of the 
present invention, in this example, two inverters and two 
motors are provided. An inverter 1 6 is provided between 
the power source line and earth, as well as the inverter 
14, and a motor M2 is connected to this inverter 16. The 
structure of this inverter 16 is the same as that of the 
inverter 14, and the motor M2 also has ends of respec- 
tive phase coils connected to mid points of respective 
phase arms of the inverter 16. Motor current of each 
phase arm of the inverter 16 is also detected by current 
sensors 28 and supplied to the controller 30. 
[0046] Operation of this device will now be described 
based on Fig. 10. First of all, battery voltage VB is taken 
in (S31). Next, a motor M1 torque command 1 and motor 
rotational speed N1 are taken in (S32, S33). An inverter 
input voltage target value for driving motor M1 is then 
calculated (S34). Next, a motor M2 torque command 2 
and motor rotational speed N2 are taken in (S35, S36), 
and an inverter input voltage target value for driving mo- 
tor M2 is then calculated (S37). 

[0047] It is then determined which of the battery volt- 
age VB, target value Vdc1 and target value Vdc2 is the 
largest (S38). 

[0048] If it is determined that VB is the largest, the in- 
verter input voltage target value is set to VB (S39), and 
the upper transistor Q1 of the converter is turned on 

(540) . 

[0049] If it is determined in S38 that Vdc1 is the larg- 
est, the inverter input voltage target value is set to Vdc1 

(541) , and the duty ratio of the converter 1 2 is calculated 

(542) . If it is determined in S38 that Vdc2 is the largest, 
the inverter input voltage target value is set to Vdc2 

(543) , and the duty ratio of the converter 1 2 is calculated 

(544) . 

[0050] In this way, the inverter input voltage target val- 
ue is set to whichever of Vdc1 and Vdc2 is the largest 
voltage. When the inverter input voltage is smaller than 
an optimum value loss is larger than when the input volt- 
age is larger than the optimum voltage, and with this em- 
bodiment it is possible to achieve efficient motor drive 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0051] The present invention can be uses in drive con- 
trol for a traveling motor of a hybrid vehicle or an electric 
vehicle. 



Claims 

1 . A motor drive controller, for supplying output of a dc 
power source to a motor through an inverter and 

s controlling drive of a motor, comprising: 

a converter for voltage converting output volt- 
age from the dc power source for supply to the 
inverter; and 

M a control section for controlling supply current 

to the motor through PWM control of the invert- 
er, 

the converter comprising: 

15 a reactor connected at one end to the dc 

power source, and at least two switching 
elements, being an upper switching ele- 
ment connecting the other end of the reac- 
tor to a power source side of the inverter 

20 and a lower switching element connecting 

to an earth side of the inverter, wherein 

the control section calculates an inverter input 
voltage target value appropriate to efficient mo- 
25 tor drive in response to rotational speed of the 

motor and a target output torque, and performs 
PWM control of the converter switching ele- 
ments in order to achieve the input voltage tar- 
get value. 

30 

2. The motor drive controller of claim 1, wherein the 
converter has a three phase structure provided with 
three sets of the reactor and two switching ele- 
ments. 

35 

3. The motor drive controller of claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein, when the inverter input voltage target val- 
ue is lower than the dc source voltage, the upper 
switching element of the inverter is turned on and 

<o the lower switching element is turned on 

4. The motor drive controller of claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein the converter has a full bridge configuration 
with both ends of a battery and one end of a reactor 

45 being connected through two switching elements. 

5. The motor drive controller of any one of claim 1 to 
claim 4, wherein a separate inverter for supplying 
current to a separate motor is connected to the out- 

so put of the converter, and the control section outputs 
a higher voltage of two inverter input target voltages 
calculated from rotational speeds and target out- 
puts of the two motors. 

55 6. The motor drive controller of any one of claim 1 to 
claim 5, wherein, when the calculated inverter input 
target voltage exceeds a specified upper limit value, 
the control section sets the input target voltage to 
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the upper limit value. 

A motor drive control method, for a two motor sys- 
tem comprising a converter, including a reactor, 
having one end connected to a dc power source, 5 
and at least two switching elements, being an upper 
switching element connecting the other end of the 
reactor to a power source side of an inverter, and a 
lower switching element connecting to an earth side 
of the inverter, two inverters for receiving output 10 
from the converter and converting to a specified al- 
ternating current, and two motors respectively driv- 
en by alternating current from the two inverters, 
wherein 

inverter input voltage target values suitable is 
for efficient drive of the two motors are calculated 
in response to rotation speed and target output 
torque of the two motors, and of the two calculated 
inverter input voltage target values, a higher voltage 
is selected as a target value and the switching ele- 20 
ments of the inverter are subjected to PWM control. 

A motor drive control program for a two motor sys- 
tem, comprising a converter, including a reactor, 
having one end connected to a dc power source, 25 
and at least two switching elements, being an upper 
switching element connecting the other end of the 
reactor to a power source side of an inverter, and a 
lower switching element connecting to an earth side 
of the inverter, two inverters for receiving output 20 
from the converter and converting to a specified al- 
ternating current, two motors respectively driven by 
alternating current from the two inverters, and a 
control section for controlling switching of the 
switching elements of the converter, wherein the 35 
control section calculates inverter input voltage tar- 
get values suitable for efficient drive of the two mo- 
tors in response to rotation speed and target output 
torque of the two motors, adopts a higher voltage 
of the two calculated inverter input voltage target <o 
values as a target value, and subjects the switching 
-elements of the inverter to PWM control so that con- 
verter output becomes the adopted target value." 
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Fig. 2 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
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Fig. 6 
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Fig- 7 
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Fig. 8 
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Fig. 9 
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